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INDICTMENT

The United States of America, by the undersigned Telford Taylor,
Chief of Counsel for War Ctimes, duly appointed to represent said
Government in the prosecution of war criminals, charges that the defen-
dants herein participated in a Common Design or Conspiracy fo commii
and did commit War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, as defined
in Control Council Law: No. 10, duly enacted by the Allied Conirol
Council on 20 December 1945. These crimes included murders, bru-
talities, cruelties, tortures, atrocities, and other inhumane acis, as set
forth in Counts One, Two, and Three of this Indictment. Certain defen-
dants are further charged with membership in a Criminal Organization,
as set forth in Count lFo\ur of this Indictment. ~

The persons accused as guilty of these crimes and accordingly named
as defendants in this case are:

KARL BRANDT —, Personal physician fo Adolf Hiiler; Gruppen-
fuhrer in the SS and Generalleutnant in the Waffen SS (Major
General); Reich Commissioner for Health and Sanitation (Reichs-
kommissar flir Sanitdfs- und Gesundheitswesen); and member of
the Reich Research Council (Reichsforschungsrat.)

SIEGFRIED HANDLOSER — Generaloberstabsarzt (Lieutenant
General, Medical Service); Medical Inspector of the Army (Heeres-
sanitatsinspekieur); and Chief of the Medical Services of the
Armed Forces (Chef des Wehrmachissanitaiswesens).

PAUL ROSTOCK — Chief Surgeon of the Surgical Clinic in
‘Berlin; Surgical Advisor to the Army; and Chief of the Office for
" Medical Science and Research (Amtschef der Diensistelle Medi-

zinische Wissenschaft und Forschung) under the defendant Karl
Brandt, Reich Commissioner for Health and Sanifation. N

OSKAR SCHROEDER — Generaloberstabsarzi (Lieulenant Gene-
ral, Medical Service); Chief of Staff of the Inspectorate of the Me-
dical Service of the Luftwaffe (Chef des Stabes, Inspekieur des
Luftwaffe-Sanitatswesens); and Chief of the Medical Service of the
Luftwaffe (Chef des Sanitatswesens der Luftwaftfe). -

KARL GENZKEN — Gruppenfiihrer in the SS and Generalleut-
nant in the Waffen SS (Major General) and Chief of the Medical
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Depatfment of the Waffen SS (Chef des Sanitatsamts der Waf-
fen SS).

KARL GEBHARDT — Gruppentfiihrer in the SS and Generalleut-
nant in the Waffen SS (Major General); Personal physician to
Reichsfithrer SS Himmler; Chief Surgeon of the Staff of the Reich
- Physician SS and Police (Oberster Kliniker, Reichsarzt SS und
Polizei); and President of the German Red Cross.

KURT BLOME — Deputy Reich Health Leader (Reichsgesund-
heitsfiihrer); and Plenipotentiary for Cancer Research in the Reich
Research Council.

RUDOLF BRANDT — Standartenfiihrer in the Allgemeine SS
{Colonel); Personal Administrative Officer to Reichsfihrer - SS
Himmler (Personlicher Referent von Himmler); and Ministerial
Counsellor and Chief of 1he Ministerial Office in the Reich Ministry
of the Interior.

JOACHIM MRUGOWSKY — Oberfithrer in the Waffen SS °
{Senior Colonel); Chief Hygienist of the Reich Physician SS and
Police (Oberster Hygieniker, Reichsarzt SS und Polizei); and Chief
of the Hygienic Institute of the Waffen SS (Chef des Hygienischen
Institutes der Waffen SS).

HELMUT POPPENDICK — Oberfuhrer in the SS (Senior Colo-
nel); and Chief of the Personal 'Staff of the Reich Physician SS and

Police (Chef des Persénlichen Siabes des Reichsarztes SS und
Polizei).

- WOLFRAM SIEVERS — Sfandarienﬁihrer in the SS (Colonel);
Reich Manager of the ,,Ahnenerbe” Society and Director of its In-
stitute for Military Scientific Research (Institut fir Wehrwissenschaft-
liche Zweckforschung); and Deputy Chairman of the Managmg
Board of Directors of the Reich Research Council.

GERHARD ROSE — Generalarzt of the Luﬂwaf_fé {Brigadier
Genera’); Vice President, Chief of the Depariment for Tropical
Medicine, and Professor of the Robert Koch Institute; and Hygienic

Advisor for Tropical Medicine to the Chief of the Medical Service
of the Luftwaffe.

SIEGFRIED RUFF — Director of the Department for Aviation

Medicine at the German Experimental Instifute for Aviation (Deut-
sche Versuchsanstalt fiir Luftfahrt).

HANS WOLFGANG ROMBERG — Doctor ‘on the Staff of the

Department for Aviation Medicine at the German Experimental
Instifute for Aviation.



VIKTOR BRACK — Oberfiihrer in the SS (Senior Colonel) and
Sturmbannfithrer in the Waffen SS (Major); and Chief Adminisira-
tive Officer in the Chancellery of the Fiihrer of the NSDAP (Obet-
dienstleiter, Kanzlei des Fiihrers der NSDAP).

HERMANN BECKER-FREYSENG — Stabsarzt in the Luftwaffe
(Captain, Medical Service); and Chief of the Department for Avia-
tion Medicine of the Chief of the Medical Service of the Luftwaffe.

* GEORG AUGUST WELTZ — Oberfeldarzt in the Luftwaffe
(Lieutenant Colonel, Medical Service); and Chief of the Insfitute
for Aviation -Medicine in Munich (Institut fiir Luftfahrimedizin).

KONRAD SCHAEFER — Doctor on ihe-Sfaff. of the Institute for
Aviation Medicine in Berlin.

WALDEMAR HOVEN — Hauptsturmfiihrer in the Waffen SS
(Captain); and Chief Doctor of the Buchenwald Concentration
Camp.

WILHELM BEIGLBOCK — Consulhng Physician io the Lufi-
waffe.

ADOLF POKORNY — Physician, Specialist in Skin and Vene-
real Diseases.

HERTA OBERHEUSER — Physician at the Ravensbruck Concen-
tration Camp; and Assistant Physician fo the defendant Gebhardt
at the Hospital at Hohenlychen.

FRITZ FISCHER — Sturmbannfithrer in the Waffen SS (Major);
and Assistant Physician fo the defendant Gebhardt at the Hospital
at Hohenlychen.

)
COUNT ONE — THE COMMON DESIGN OR CONSPIRACY

1. Between September 1939 and April 1945 all of the defendants
herein, acting pursuant to a common design, unlawfully, wilfully, and
knowingly did conspire and agree together and with each other and with
divers other persons, to commit War Crimes and Crimes against Human-
ity, as defined in Contrel Council Law. No. 10, Article II,

2. Throughout the period covered by this Indictment all of the defen-
dants herein, acting in concert with each other and with others, unlaw-
fully, wilfully, and knowingly were principals in, accessoriesto, ordered,
abetted, fook a consenting part in, and were connected with plans and
enterprises involving, the commission of War Crimes and Crimes against
Humanity,



/

3. All of the defendants herein, acting in concert with others for
whose acts the defendants are responsible unlawtully, wilfully, and know-
ingly parficipated as leaders, organizers, instigators, and accomplices in
the formulalion and execution of the said common design, conspiracy,
plans and enterprises io commit, and which involved the commission
of, War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity.

4. 1t was a part of the said common design, conspiracy, plans and
enferprises to perform medical experimenis upon concentration camp
inmates and other living human subjects, without their consent, in the
course of which experiments the defendants committed the murders,
brutalities, crueliies, tortures, afrocities, and other inHumane acts, more
fully described in Counts Two and Three of this Indictment.

5. The said common design, conspiracy, plans and enterprises embra-
ced the commission of War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, as set
forth in Counis Two and Three of ‘this Indictiment, in that the de-
fendants unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly encouraged, aided, abetted,
and participated in the subjection of thousands of persons, including ci-
vilians, and members of the armed forces of nations then at war with the
German Reich, to murders, brutalities, cruelties, tortures, atrocities,” and
other inhumane acts.

COUNT TWO — WAR CRIMES

6.Between September 1939 and April 1945 all of the defendants herein
unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly committed War Crimes, as defined
by Article Il of Control Council Law. No. 10, in"that they were principals
in, accessories fo, ordered, abetted, fook a consenting part in, and were
connected with plans and enterprises involving medical experiments with-
out the subjects’ consent, upon civilians and members of the armed
forces of nations then at war with the German Reich and who were in the
custody of the German Reich in exercise of belligerent control, in the
course of which experiments the defendants committed murders, bruta-
lities, crueliies, tortures, atrocities, and other inhumane acts. Such expe-
riments included, but were not limited to, the following:

(A) HIGH ALTITUDE EXPERIMENTS. From about March 1942 to about
August 1942 experiments were conducted at the Dachau Concentration
Camp for the benefit of the German Air Force to investigate the limits
of human_endurance and existence at extremely high altitudes. The ex-
periments were carried out in a low-pressure chamber in which the at-
mospheric conditions and pressures prevailing at high altitude (up to

68,000 feet) could be duplicated. The experimental subjects were placed
in the low-pressure chamber and thereafter the simulated altitude thereln
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was raised. Many victims died as a result of these experiments and
others suffered grave injury, torture, and ill treatment. The defendants
Karl Brandt, Handloser, Schroeder, Gebhardt, Rudolf Brandt, Mrugowsky,
Poppendick, Sievers, Ruff, Romberg, Becker-Freyseng, and Weltz are
charged with special responsibility for and participation in these crimes.

(B) FREEZING EXRERIMENTS. From about August 1942 to about May
1943 experiments were conducted at the Dachau Conceniration Camp
primarily for the benefit of the German Air Force to investigate the most
effective means of treating persons who had been severely chilled or
-frozen. In one series of experiments the subjecis were forced te remain
in a tank of ice water for periods up fo three hours. Extreme rigor de-
veloped in a short time. Numerous victims died in the course of these
experiments. After the survivors were severely chilled, rewarming was
attempted by various means. In another series of experiments, the sub-
jects were kept naked oufdoors for many hours at temperatures below
freezing. The victims screamed with pain as parts of their bodies froze.
The defendants Karl Brandt, Handloser, Schroeder, Gebhardt, Rudolf
Brandt, Mrugowsky, Poppendick, Sievers, Becker-Freyseng, and Weliz

are charged with special responsibility for and participation in these
crimes.

(C) MALARIA EXPERIMENTS. From about February 1942 to about
April 1945 experiments were conducted at the Dachau Conceniration
Camp in order fo investigate immunization for and treatment of ma-
laria. Healthy concentration camp inmates were infected by mosqui-
foes or by injections of exiracts of the mucous glands of mosquitoes.
After having coniracted malaria the subjects were ireated with various
drugs to test their relative efficacy. Over 1,000 involuntary subjects
were used in these experiments. Many of the victims died and others
suffered severe pain and permanent disability. The defendants Karl
Brandt, Handloser, Rostock, Gebhardt, Blome, Rudolf Brandt, Mrugowsky,
Poppendick, and Sievers are charged with special responsibilify for ‘and
participation in these crimes.

(D) LOST (MUSTARD) GAS EXPERIMENTS. At various times between
September 1939 and April 1945 experiments were conducted at Sachsen=
hausen, Natzweiler, and other concentration camps for the benefit of the
German Armed Forces fo investigate the most effective treatment of
wounds caused by Lost gas. Lost is a poison gas which is commonly
known as Mustard gas.' Wounds deliberately inflicted on the subjects
were infected with Lost. Some of the subjects died as a result of these
experiments and others suffered intense pain and injury. The defen-
dants Karl Brandt, Handloser, Blome, Rostock, Gebhardt, Rudslf Brandt,
and Sievers are charged with special responsibility for and parflClpahon
_in these crimes,



(E) SULFANILAMIDE EXPERIMENTS. From about July 1942 to about
September 1943 experimenfs fo investigate the effectiveness of sul-
fanilamide were conducted at the Ravensbruck Concentration Camp for
the benefit of the German Armed Forces. Wounds deliberately inflicted
on the experimental subjects were infected with bacteria such as
streptococcus, gas gangrene, and tetanus. Circulation of blood was
inferrypled by tying off blood vessels at both enHs of the wound fo
creaie a condifion similar fo that of a battlefield wound. Infection was
aggravafed by forcing wood shavings and ground glass into the
wounds. The infection was treated with sulfanilamide and other drugs
to deterniine their effectiveness, Some subjects died as a result of these
experinients and others suffered sericus injury and intense agony. The
defendanfs Karl Brandt, Handloser, Rostock, Schroeder, Genzken, Geb-
hardt, Blome, Rudolf Brandt, Mrugowsky, Poppendick, Becker-Freyseng,
Oberheuser, and Fischer are charged with special respo\nsibiliiy for and
participation in these crimes.

» (F) BONE, MUSCLE, AND NERVE REGENERATION AND BONE TRANS-
PLANTATION EXPERIMENTS. From aboui September 1942 to about
December 1943 experiments were conducted at the Ravensbruck Con-
centration Camp for the benefit of the German Armed Forces fo study
bone, muscle, and nerve regeneration, and bone transplantation from
one person fo another. Sections of bones, muscles, and nerves were
removed from the subjects. As a result of these operations, many
victims suffered intc.se agony, mutilation, and permanent disability.
The defendants Karl Brandt, Handloser, Rostock, Gebhardt, Rudolf
Brandt, Oberheuser, and Fi:-her are charged with special responsibility
for and participation in these crimes.

(G) SEAWATER EXPERIMENTS. From about July 1944 to about Sep-
tember 1944 experiments were conducted at the Dachau Concentration
Camp for the benefit of the German Air Force and Navy fo study
various methods of making seawater drinkable. The subjects were
deprived of all food and given only chemically processed seawater. Such
experiments caused great pain and suffering and resulted in serious
bodily injury to the victims. The defendanis Karl Brandt, Handloser,
Rostock, Schroeder, Gebhardt, Rudolf Brandt, Mrugowsky, Poppendick,
Sievers, Becker-Freyseng, Schaefer, and Beiglbock are charged with
special responsibility for and participation in these crimes.

(H} EPIDEMIC JAUNDICE EXPERIMENTS. From about June 1943 to
abeoui January 1945 experiments were conducted at the Sachsenhausen
‘and MNatzweiler Concentration Camps for the benefit of the German
Armad Forces fo investigate the causes of, and inoculations against,
epidemic jaundice. Experimental subjects were deliberately infected
with epidemic jaundice, some of whom died as a result, and others were
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¢aused greaf pain and suffering. The defendants Karl Brandf, Hand-
loser, Rostock, Schroeder, Gebhardt, Rudolf Brandt, Mrugowsky, Poppen-
dick, Sievers, Rose, and “Becker-Freyseng are charged with special
responsibility for and participation in these crimes.

(1) STERILIZATION EXPERIMENTS. From about March 1941 to about
January 1945 sterilization experiments were conducted at the Auschwitz
and ‘Ravensbruck Concentration Camps, and other places. The purpose

‘of these experiments was fo develop a method of sterilization which
would be suitable for sterilizing millions of people with a minimum
of time and effort. These experimenis were conducted by means of
X-Ray, surgery, and various drugs. Thousands of victims were sterilized
and thereby suffered great mental and physical anguish. The defendants
Karl Brandt, Gebhardt, Rudolf Brandt, Mrugowsky, Poppendick, Brack,

Pokorny, and Oberheuser are charged with special responsibility for and
participation in these crimes.

(J) SPOTTED FEVER EXPERIMENTS. From about December 1941 to
about February 1945 experiments were conducted at the Buchenwald
and- Natzweiler Concenfration Camps for the, benefit of the German
Armed Forces fo investigate the effectiveness of spotted fever and other
vaccines. At Buchenwald numerous healthy inmates were delib=rately
“infected with spotted fever virus in order to keep the virus-alive; over
90 % of the victims died as a result. Other healthy inmates were used to
determine the effectiveness of different spotted fever vaccines‘and of
various chemical substances. In the course of these experiments 75 %
of the selected number of inmates were vaccinated with one of the
vaccines or nourished with one of the chemical substances and, after a
period of three to four weeks, were infected with spotted fever germs.
The remaining 25 % were infected without any previous protection in
order to compare the effecliveness of the vaccines and the ¢hemical
substances. As a resuit, hundreds of the persons experimented upon
died. Experiments with yellow fever, smallpox, typhus, paratyphus A
and B, cholera, and diphtheria were also conducted. Similar experi-
ments with like results were conducted at Natzweiler Concentration
Camp. The defendants Karl Brandt, Handloser, Rostock, Schroeder,
Genzken, Gebhardt, Rudolf Brandi, Mrugowsky, Poppendick, Sigvers,
Rose, Becker-Freyseng, and Hoven are charged with special respon-
sibility for and participation in these crimes.

(K) EXPERIMENTS WITH POISON. In or about December 1943 and
in or about October 1944 experiments were conducted at the Buchen-
wald Concentratibn Camp fo investigate the effect of various poisons
upon human beings. The poisons were secretly administered to experi-
mental subjects in their food. The victims died as a result of the poison
or were killed immediately in order to permit autopsies. In or about
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September 1944 experfmenial subjects were shot with poison bullefs and
suffered torture and death. The defendants Genzken, Gebhardt,
Mrugowsky, and Poppendick are charged with special responsibility for
and participation in these crimes.

(L) INCENDIARY BOMB EXPERIMENTS. From about November 1943
to about January 1944 experiments were conducted at the Buchenwald
Concentration Camp to test the effect of various pharmaceutical prepara-
tions on phosphorus burns. These burns were inflicted on experimental
subjects with phosphorus matter taken from incendiary bonibs, and
caused severe pain, suffering, and serious bodily injury. The defendants
. Genzken, Gebhardf, Mrugowsky, and Poppendick are charged with spe-

cial responsibility for and participation in these crimes. :

7. Between June 1943 and September 1944 the defendants Rudolf
Brandt and Sievers unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly committed War
Crimes, as defined by Article Il of Control Council Law No. 10, in that -
they were principals in, accessories to, ordered, abetted, took a con-
senting part in, and were connected with plans and enterprises involving -
the murder of civilians and members of the armed forces of nations then
at war with the German Reich and who were in the cusiody of the Ger-
man Reich in exercise of belligerent control. One hundred twelve Jews
were selected for the purpose of completing a skeleton collection for fhé
Reich University of Sirasbourg. Their photographs and anthropological
measurements were taken. Then they were killed. Thereafter, com-
parison tests, anatomical research, sfudies regarding race, pathological
features of the body, form and size of the brain, and other tests, were
made. The bodies were sent to Strasbourg and defleshed.

8. Between May 1942 and January 1943 the defendants Blome and
Rudolf Brandt unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly committed War Crimes,
as defined by Article I of Control CouncifLaw No. 10, in that they were
principals in, accessories to, ordered, abetted, took a consenting part in,
and were connected with plans and enterprises involving the murder and
mistreatment of tens of thousands of Polish fationals who were civilians
and members of the armed forces of a nation then at war with the Ger-
man Reich and who were in the custody of the German Reich in exercise
of belligerent control. These people were alleged to be infected with
incurable tuberculosis. On the ground of insuring the health and welfare of
Germans in Poland, many tubercular Poles were ruthlessly exterminated

while others were isolated in death camps with inadequate medical
facilities. '

. 9. Between September 1939 and April 1945 th& defendants Karl
Brandt, Blome, Brack, and Hoven unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly
committed War Crimes, as defined by Article Il of Control Council Law
No. 10, in that they were principals in, accessories to, ordered, -abetted,

10



fook a consenting part in, and were connected with plans and enter-
prises involving the execution of the so-called "euthanasia” program of
the German Reich in the"course of which the defendants herein murdered
hundreds of thousands of human beings, including nationals of German-
occupied countries. This program involved the systematic and secret
execution of the aged, insane, incurably ill, of deformed children, and
oiher»_persons, by gas, lethal injections, and divers other means in nurs-
ing homes, hospitfals, and asylums. Such persons ‘were regarded, &
"useless eaters” and a burden to the German war machine. The rela-
tives of these victims were infornmied that they died from natural causes,
such as hearf failure. German doctors involved in the "euthanasia”
program were also sent to the Eastern occupied countries to assist in the
mass extermination of Jews.

10. The said War Crimes constitute violations. of international conven-
tions, particularly of Articles 4, 5, 6, 7, and 46 of the Hague Regulahons,
1907, and of Articles 2, 3, and 4 of the Prisoner-of-War Convention
(Geneva, 1929), the laws and customs of war, the general principles of .
criminal law as derived from the criminal laws of all civilized nations,
the internal penal laws of the countries in'which such crimes were

committed, and of Article I, of Conirol Council Law No. 10.
i

"COUNT THREE — CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

11. Between September 1939 and April 1945 all of the defendants
herein unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly committed Crimes against
Humanity, as defined by Article Il of Control Council Law No. 10, in that
they were principals in, accessories to, ordered, abetted, fook a con-
senting part in, and were connected with plans and enterprises involving
medical_experiments, without the subjects’ consent, upon German civi-
lians and nationals of other countries, in the course of which experiments
the defendants committed murders, brutalities, cruelties, tortures, atroci-
ties, and other inhumane acts. The particulars concerning such experi-
ments are set forth in Paragraph 6 of Count Two of this Indictment and
are incorporated herein by reference.

12. Between June 1943 and Sepfember 1944 the defendants Rudolf
Brandt and Sievers unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly committed Crimes
against Humanity, as defined by Article Il of Control Council Law. No. 10,
in that they were principals in, accessories to, ordered, abetted, fook a
consenting part in; and were connecfed with plans and enterprises involv-
ing the murder of German civilians and nationals of other countries.
The particulars concerning such murders are set forth in Paragraph 7 of
Count Two of this Indictment and are incorporated herein by reference.

13. Between May 1942 and January 1943 the defendants Blome and
Rudolf Brandt unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly committed Crimes



against Humanity, as defined by Article I of Control Council Law
No. 10, in that they were principals in, accessories to, ordered, abetted,
took a consenting part in, and were connected with plans and enter-
prises involving the murder and misreatment of tens of thousands of
Polish nationals. The particulars concerning such murder and .inhumane
treatment are set forth in Paragraph 8 of Count Two of this Indigtment
and are incorporated herein by reference.

14. Between September 1939 and April 1945 the defendants Karl
Brandt, Blome, Brack, and Hoven unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly
commlﬂed Cnmes against Humanity, as defined by Arficle Il of Control
Council Law No. 10, in that they were ‘principals in, accessories to, or-
dered, abetted, took a consenting part in, and were connected with
plans and enterprises inyolving the execution of the so-called "euthana-
sia” program of the German Reich, in the course ofewhich the defendants
herein’ murdered hundreds of thousands of human beings, including
German civilians, as well as civilians of other nations. The particulars
concerning such murders are set forth in Paragraph. 9 of Count Two of
this Indictment and are incorporated herein by reference.

15. The said Crimes against Humanity constitute violations of inter-
national conventions, including Article 46 of the Hague Regulations, 1907,
the laws and customs of war, the general principles of criminal law as
derived from' the criminal laws of all civilized nations, the internal penal
laws of the countries in which such crimes were committed, and of Ar-
ticle II'of Control Council Law No. 10.

COUNT FOUR — MEMBE?SHIP IN CRIMINAL ORGANIZATION

16. The defendants Karl Brandt, Genzken, Gebhardt, Rudolf:Brandt,
Mrugowsky, Poppendick, «Sievers, Brack, Hoven, and Fischer are guilty
of membership in an organization declared to be criminal by the In:
ternational Military Tribunal in Case No. 1, in that each of the said
defendants was a member of DIE SCHUFZSTAFFELN DER NATIONAL-
SOZIALISTISCHEN DEUTSCHEN ' ARBEITERPARTE! (commonly known
as the "SS") after 1 September 1939. Such membership is in violation
of Paragraph I (d) Article Il of Control Council Law No. 10.

Wherefore, this Indictment is filed with the Secretary General of the
Military Tribunals and the charges herein made against the above
named defendants are hereby presented to MILITARY TRIBUNAL No. I.

TELFORD TAYLOR-
Brigadier General, USA
Chief of Counsel for War Crimes
Acting on Behalf of the United States of America

Nurnberg, 25 October 1946




